
President Donald J. Trump 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

May 19, 2020 

Dear Mr. President: 

Thousands of physicians in all specialties and from all States would like to express 

our gratitude for your leadership. We write to you today to express our alarm over the 

exponentially growing negative health consequences of the national shutdown. 

In medical terms, the shutdown was a mass casualty incident. 

During a mass casualty incident, victims are immediately triaged to black, red, 

yellow, or green. The first group, triage level black, includes those who require too many 

resources to save during a mass crisis. The red group has severe injuries that are 

survivable with treatment, the yellow group has serious injuries that are not immediately 

life threatening, and the green group has minor injuries.  

The red group receives highest priority. The next priority is to ensure that the 

other two groups do not deteriorate a level. Decades of research have shown that by 

strictly following this algorithm, we save the maximum number of lives.  

Millions of Americans are already at triage level red. These include 150,000 

Americans per month who would have had a new cancer detected through routine 

screening that hasn’t happened, millions who have missed routine dental care to fix 

problems strongly linked to heart disease/death, and preventable cases of stroke, heart 

attack, and child abuse. Suicide hotline phone calls have increased 600%.  

Tens of millions are at triage level yellow. Liquor sales have increased 300-600%, 

cigarettes sales have increased, rent has gone unpaid, family relationships have become 

frayed, and millions of well-child check-ups have been missed.  

Hundreds of millions are at triage level green. These are people who currently 

are solvent, but at risk should economic conditions worsen. Poverty and financial 

uncertainty is closely linked to poor health.  

A continued shutdown means hundreds of millions of Americans will downgrade 

a level. The following are real examples from our practices. 

Patient E.S. is a mother with two children whose office job was reduced to part-

time and whose husband was furloughed. The father is drinking more, the mother is 

depressed and not managing her diabetes well, and the children are barely doing any 

schoolwork.  



Patient A.F. has chronic but previously stable health conditions. Her elective hip 

replacement was delayed, which caused her to become nearly sedentary, resulting in a 

pulmonary embolism in April.  

Patient R.T. is an elderly nursing home patient, who had a small stroke in early 

March but was expected to make a nearly complete recovery. Since the shutdown, he 

has had no physical or speech therapy, and no visitors. He has lost weight, and is 

deteriorating rather than making progress. 

Patient S.O. is a college freshman who cannot return to normal life, school, and 

friendships. He risks depression, alcohol abuse, drug abuse, trauma, and future financial 

uncertainty.  

We are alarmed at what appears to be the lack of consideration for the future 

health of our patients. The downstream health effects of deteriorating a level are being 

massively under-estimated and under-reported. This is an order of magnitude error. 

It is impossible to overstate the short, medium, and long-term harm to people’s 

health with a continued shutdown. Losing a job is one of life’s most stressful events, and 

the effect on a person’s health is not lessened because it also has happened to 30 million 

other people. Keeping schools and universities closed is incalculably detrimental for 

children, teenagers, and young adults for decades to come. 

The millions of casualties of a continued shutdown will be hiding in plain sight, 

but they will be called alcoholism, homelessness, suicide, heart attack, stroke, or kidney 

failure. In youths it will be called financial instability, unemployment, despair, drug 

addiction, unplanned pregnancies, poverty, and abuse.  

Because the harm is diffuse, there are those who hold that it does not exist. We, 

the undersigned, know otherwise. 

Please let us know if we may be of assistance. 

Respectfully, 

Simone Gold, M.D., J.D. 

Jeffrey I. Barke, M.D., N.B.P.A.S. 
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James Oakman, M.D. 

Ron Oberfoell, D.O. 

Raymond J. Oenbrink, D.O. 

Bahram Robert Oliai, M.D. 

H. W. Oliver, M.D. 

Michele ONeill, M.D. 

Biran J. Oricoli, M.D. 

Jane M. Orient, M.D. 

Daniel L. Orr II, D.D.S., Ph.D., J.D., M.D. 

Oduah D. Osaro, M.D., F.A.A.F.P., C.I.M.E 

Cathy Wood Osborn 

Shaun Ostrofe, D.O. 

Kent Overmyer, M.D. 

Richard Pacini, M.D. 

Sheila Page, D.O. 

Ray Page, D.O., Ph.D. 

Carey P. Page, M.D. 

Evan Pappas, D.O. 

Anthony Pappas, M.D. 

Larry H. Pastor, M.D., F.A.P.A. 

Suman Patel, M.D. 

Christopher Patitsas, M.D., M Div. 

Robert W. Patterso,n M.D. 

Paul W. Paustian, D.Sc., M.D., A.C.E.P. 

Bradley Pennington, D.C. 

William Peper, M.D., F.A.C.S. 

Tom Peponis Jr., D.O. 

Rene Perez, D.O. 

Jonathan Perley, M.D., F.A.C.U. 

Christina Peterson, M.D. 

Douglas Peterson, M.D., Ph.D. 

N. Henry Pevsner, M.D., F.A.C.R. 

Tracy M. Pfeifer, M.D., M.S. 



Charlotte Pham, D.O. 

Alice Pien, M.D. 

Stephen L. Piercy, M.D., F.A.C.S., D.A.B.U. 

Benjamain R. Pimentel, M.D. 

Mark Pinkerton, M.D. 

Gregory Polito, M.D., K.M. 

Tracy Powell, M.D. 

Ronald Powell, M.D. 

Danae Powers, M.D. 

Lindsay L. Pratt, M.D. 

John Prunskis, M.D. 

Mihael Puc, M.D. 

Christopher Puempel, M.D. 

John H. Pulliam, M.D. 

William E. Purnell Jr., M.D. 

E. Michael Purvis, M.D. 

Robert L. Pyles, M.D. 

Leslie Radentz, M.D. 

Tracy L. Ragland, M.D. 

J. Tim Rainey, D.D.S. 

Samuel D. Ravenel, M.D.., F.A.A.P. 

Rich Rawson, M.D., F.A.B.E.M. 

Gary Reasor, M.D., F.I.P.P. 

Anthony Rector, D.O. 

Rod Redelsperger, M.D. 

John Redwine, D.O., F.A.A.F.P. 

Gina Reghetti, D.O. 

Paul Rein, D.O. 

Stephen Replogle, D.O 

Heather Rice, D.C. 

Micheal Todd Rice, M.D., M.B.A. 

Alan D. Richardson, M.D. 

Robert Richter M.D. 

J. Michael Ritze, D.O. 

Michale J.A. Robb, M.D. 

Michael Robichaux, Jr., M.D. 

Karl Robinson, M.D. 

Al Rodriguez, M.D., F.A.A.B.A. 

Scott Roethle, M.D., F.A.S.A. 

Michael Romanko, M.D. 

Jorge Romero, M.D. 

Catherine A. Ronaghan, M.D., F.A.C.S. 

Harry J. Rose, M.D. 

Bernard A. Rosenberg, M.D. 

Tamzin A. Rosenwasser, M.D., F.A.A.D. 

Russell A. Ross, M.D. 

Troy Ross, M.D., M.P.H. 

Elizabeth Rostan, M.D. 

Robert Rowen, M.D. 

Chad R. Rund, D.O. 

Ken Runner, M.D., F.A.A.D. 

Molly Rutherford, M.D., M.P.H. 

Andrew Ruzich, M.D. 

Christine Leila Saba, M.D., Ph.D., F.A.A.P. 

Naina Sachdev, M.D. 

Jay Salwen, M.D. 

Ranbir Singh Sandhu, M.D. 

Frank B Saucier, M.D. 

Daniel W. Sawyer, M.D. 

Matthew Schaeffer, M.D. 

Vann Schaffner, M.D. 

James L. Schaller, M.D. 

Joseph M. Scherzer, M.D. 

Suzanne Schiller, D.C. 

Jeff Schoen, M.D. 

Daria Schooler, R.Ph., M.D. 

Linda Schultz, M.D. 

David Schultz, M.D., Ph. D. 



Keith Schulze, M.D. 

Marlan Schwartz, M.D. F.A.C.O.G. 

Charles M. Sciolaro, M.D., F.A.C.S. 

J. W. Scott Wallace, M.D., L.F.A.P.A. 

Jane Scott, J.D. 

V Glenn Sears, M.D. 

Larry Sears, M.D. 

Justin B. Sedlak, M.D. 

Barry Seidman, M.D. 

Neil A. Shah, M.D., F.A.A.D. 

Mirand Sharma, M.D., F.A.A.E.M. 

Ervin B. Shaw, M. D. 

Willard N. Shepherd, D.O., F.A.A.O. 

Ed Sherling, M.D. 

David Shirazi, D.D.S. 

Aneek Shoenaker, M.D. 

Alina D. Sholar, M.D. 

Charles Shuman, M.D., F.A.S.A.M. 

Martha W. Shuping, M.D., M.A. 

Yelena Shvarts, M.D. 

Diane S. Silver, M.D. 

Albert Simpkins, Jr., M.D., F.A.O.S. 

Joel Singer, M.D., F.A.C.S. 

Dr. Singleton, M.D. 

Marilyn M. Singleton, M.D. 

Vladimir A. Sinkov, M.D. 

John D. Sites, M.D. 

Clay R. Skinner, M.D. 

Ralph D. Skowron, M.D. 

Scott L. Sledge, MD 

Daniel Sloane, D.O. 

George L. Smith III, M.D. 

Douglas Smith, M.D. 

Ira U. Smith, M.D. 

S. Clarkle Smith, M.D., A.B.M.S. 

Russell R. Smith, M.D., F.A.A.F.P. 

Daniel Sneed, D.O. 

Santanu Som, D.O. 

John P. Somner, M.D. 

David J. Soomekh, D.P.M. 

Stuart Spitzer, M.D. F.A.C.S. 

Calvin Sprik, M.D. 

David T. Springer, M.D. 

David G. Stanley, M.D., F.I.C.S. 

Anthony A. Starpoli, M.D. 

Kyle Ver Steeg, M.D., F.A.C.S. 

Robert L. Steele, M.D., F.A.C.C. 

Thomas Stern, M.D. 

Jeffrey H. Stevens, M.D 

Jeffrey Stevens, M.D. 

Patricia Stewart, D.O. 

Herschel E. Stoller, M.D. 

Nicholas Stowell, M.D. 

Joan V. Stratton, M.D. 

Wendy Stroh, D.O. 

Joel Strom, M.D. 

Maria Stubbs, M.D. 

Billy D. Sturrock, D.D.S. 

James Sudimack, M.D. 

William K. Summers, M.D. 

MaryKelly Sutton M.D. 

Olga Swanson, M.D. F.A.C.O.G. 

Gary Swartzentruber, M.D. 

Todd Swathwood, M.D., F.A.A.O.S. 

Joseph W. Szczesniak, M.D. 

Jossette Taglieri, D.O. A.B.F.M 

Vipin Tandon, M.D. 

James Tang, M.D. 



Wallace E. Taylor Jr., M.D. 

John Taylor, M.D. 

Thomas Taylor, M.D. 

Edward Teitel, M.D., F.A.C.S., J.D., M.B.A. 

Jerry Tennant, M.D., M.D.(H), PSc.D. 

Sherri J Tenpenny, D.O., A.O.B.N.M.M. 

Holdredge Terry, M.D. 

Sherif Tewfik, M.D. 

Carol Tharp, M.D. 

Glenn Thomas, M.D. 

Charles Thomason, M.D. 

Charles B. Thomason, M.D. 

Michael Alan Thorpe, M.D. 

Thomas Tieu, M.D. 

Stephen Tines, M.D. 

Ellis A. Tinsley, Jr., M.D., F.A.C.S., F.S.V.S. 

George C. Trachtenberg, D.P.M., M.S., A.B.P.S. 

Sebastian Troia, M.D. 

Francois D. Trotta, M.D. 

Aldo Trovato, M.D. 

Robert True, M.D. 

Miles Trumble, M.D. 

William Y. Tucker, M.D. 

William Y Tucker, M.D. 

C. Turner, M.D. 

Michael Tyler M.D. 

Shereeen Underwood, D.O. 

Bryan R. Updegraff, M.D. 

Constance Uribe, M.D., F.A.C.S. 

David J. Usher, M.D. 

Elmer H. Van Dyke, M.D. 

Schuyler H. Van Gorden, D.D.S. 

John VanHoose, M.D. 

Kenneth George Varley ,M.D., F.A.B.A. 

T. Keith Vaughan, M.D. 

Kelly Victory, M.D. 

Matt Viel, M.D., F.A.A.F.P. 

Victor Vlahakos, M.D. 

Charlotte Wagamon, M.D. 

Haven H. Wall Jr., M.D. 

Josephine L. F. Wang M.D. F.A.C.A.A.I. 

Charles S. Watras, M.D.F.A.A.A.P. 

Thomas L. Watt, M.D., F.A.A.D. 

Craig M. Wax, D.O. 

Samuel Werzberger M.D., F.A.A.P. 

Rachel West, D.O. 

David A. Westbrock, M.D., F.A.C.P., F.A.C.E. 

Judd Whiting, M.D. 

Scott Whittier, M.D. 

Robert J. Willard, M.D., F.A.A.D., F.A.C.M.S. 

Kerry Allen Willis, M.D., F.A.A.F.P. 

Rijck K. Wilson, M.D. 

Walter H. Wood, M.D., F.A.A.D. 

Rajiv Yadava 

Robert J. Young III, M.D. 

Clayton Young, M.D. F.A.C.O.G. 

Gerard Zanolli, M.D. 

Steven Zirkelbach, M.D. 
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