
Appendix 16 

 

If there is confusion about what a law means, the courts look at Congressional intent 

when drafting the law as well as the President’s intent when signing the law. With this 

§1512(c)(2) statute there was extensive recording of Congressional intent, as this was a 

very significant issue of the time and there was an enormous amount of public discussion. 

All Congressional discussion, as well as the President, is consistent that this statute was 

intended solely to stop corporate bad actors from shredding documents or otherwise 

corruptly interfering with evidence. The first attachment is the Congressional Record from 

July 10, 2002 with the debate on this statute, and the second is the statement by President 

Bush when he signed this into law July 30, 2002, and the third is a detailed legal analysis 

in Vanderbilt Law Review from 2004. 
  

 

https://www.congress.gov/congressional-record/volume-148/issue-92/senate-section/article/S6524-2
https://georgewbush-whitehouse.archives.gov/news/releases/2002/07/text/20020730-10.html
https://georgewbush-whitehouse.archives.gov/news/releases/2002/07/text/20020730-10.html
https://scholarship.law.vanderbilt.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1686&context=vlr


 



 


